
Northwest District 

of the Connecticut Junior Soccer Association 

 
August 18, 2021 Heritage Hotel, Southbury, CT 

 
Attendees: Corrado Perugini (VP), Dave Brouillette (District Rep), Karen Puskas (Admin), Scott Shakely 

(Registrar), Rich Zimmerman (Commissioner), Paul Maloney (in coming District Rep), Nick Meglio (Bunker 

Hill), David Shannon (Litchfield), James Bishop (New Milford), Kevin LaFond (Northwest United), Jay 

Zalewski (Pomperaug), Dave Hendy (Shepaug), Kim Hotchkiss (Terryville) , Mark Crowe (Torrington), Curtis 

Wiles (Thomaston), Justin Gibson (Wolcott), Mindi Davidson and Tom Krayeske (Watertown), Cari Brandt 

(Woodbury/Bethlehem), Ricardo Schmidt (CT Impact), Kat Alfano (Brookfield). 

 
Not in Attendance: Danbury, Winchester United, Highlander, Sherman 

 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7:35pm. 

 
Public Comment: None 

 
Minutes: Mindi Davidson from Watertown made a motion to approve the minutes from June’s meeting 

and  Dave Shannon from Litchfield seconded the motion. All approved, the motion passed. 

 
Registrar Report:  Scott reported that there were 708 new players so far registered this fall and there is a total 

of some 2,630 players to date.  This is an increase of 84% compared to last fall.  The recreation registration is 

up about 143%.  All are good numbers. 

 

Scott asked that clubs please make sure that valid proof of age is submitted when a player completes 

registration.  A proper birth certificate or passport is most acceptable.  Too many players are submitting the 

wrong credentials therefore holding up their approval. 

 

Treasurer Report:  Karen sent out the budget to all for the 21-22 season.  Curtis Wiles from Thomaston 

made a motion to accept the budget.  Mindi Davidson from Watertown seconded the motion.  All approved, 

the motion passed.  Karen reported that we are coming to the end of the fiscal year and year end reports 

should be available now by September meeting. 

 

League: Karen explained how CJSA has restructured the U9/U10 and U11/U12 rosters since the elimination 

of Rec Plus.  Both leagues will now have roster maximums of 22 with game day rosters of 12 for U9/U10 

and 16 for U11/U12.  NWD currently has game day rosters for U9/U10 at 14 which will stay.  Tom from 

Watertown asked why we limit the U11/U12 to 16 and why not 18.  Discussion went around the table and 

then Tom made a motion to expand the U11/U12 game day roster to 18.  Laura Anderson from New Fairfield 

seconded the motion.  All approved, the motion passed. 

 

 



 
New Business: 

 

District Concern:  Discussion was brought about concerning CT Impact United.  Several clubs have come 

forward citing complaints for rough play and illegal players.  The discussion was put on the floor with CT 

Impact listening to concerns from clubs.  The district asks that all work together in making a positive soccer 

experience for all players and coaches and to do the best they can in controlling parents and enthusiastic levels.  

The district will review at season’s end. 

 
 

UCONN men’s soccer event:  Cory established that the district would be  sponsoring a night 

at UCONN for mens soccer against St. John’s first week in October.  All clubs interested in 

attending needs to let Cory know by September 2nd how many tickets they would want.  Laura 

Anderson brought up the women’s team and the district said there were no weekend games 

but would gladly sponsor any game during the week any club wanted to go to. 

 

Banquet:  Karen informed all we are planning on having the fall awards banquet on January 

9th and 10th at the Amber Room in Danbury.  Will keep all posted. 

 

CJSA Fall COVID Guidance:   Karen informed all of the updated guidance from CJSA sent 

out this week about COVID protocols.  It is up on the website and was sent out to club 

presidents to post and send out to their members.  Biggest  issue is that no one has to wear 

masks while playing, coaching, watching from bench or spectating.  Local guidance though 

will apply if different.  Clubs must notify visitors of all protocols if different than what is put 

out by CJSA.  

 

 

Team Handbook:   The team handbook was sent out to all clubs for preview.  The District 

will be printing one this year to be handed out at coach’s meeting on September 1st.  As usual, 

it will also be posted on the website. 

 

 

League Scheduling:  The fall 2021 team commitments were presented and put into divisions 

approved by all in attendance. 

 

 

Other:  Discussion was brought about in regards to the residency rule for rosters.  Definitions 

of it were explained by Scott Shakely and how rosters can be made  when clubs have no teams 

offered in their community for a certain age bracket and when they do.  Currently if a club 

offers a team in a certain age bracket and a player decides to play elsewhere, that player has to 

count towards the two player maximum another club can pick him/her up at.  U9 boys has 

some concerns with a player not having a place to play due to the fact his hometown team is 

full and he can’t hook on to another community as two player max has been reached.  Dave 

Shannon from Litchfield made a motion to make the boys U9 league a non-resident league for 

fall 2021, thus giving the ability for this player to find a club to play with  no residency rule.  

Kevin LaFond from Northwest United seconded.  All approved, the motion passed. 



 



 

Next Meeting: The next meeting will on Wednesday, September 15th at 7:30pm.  

 

Laura from New Fairfield made a motion to adjourn the meeting and Mindy from Watertown seconded the 

motion. Meeting was adjourned at 9:25 pm. 


